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from which it is hard to disentangle anything definite; and it certainly provides no evidence that Joao Fernandez informed John Cabot about Greenland in the spring of I498.1 We do know, however, from irrefutable evidence, that Fernandez was in England in 1501, and that is the obvious date for his communication with Henry VII, who granted him a patent in that year. I feel, therefore, obliged to reject the story that John Cabot went to Lisbon in 1497-8, fell in with Fernandez, brought him back to Bristol, and shaped his course on his advice. We may take it as a good tradition that the llabrador gave his name to Greenland,2 but there is no evidence that he had done so by 1498.
The earlier voyages of Fernandez are therefore obscure and their nature unknown, and there is nothing to show that they were anything but the search for new islands which had so long engrossed the energies of the Portuguese. In 1499, however, we have something more definite, for in that year the Portuguese designs on North America began to take shape. The Portuguese government must have been interested in John Cabot's announcement that he had reached the east of Asia by a passage which took no more than three months out and home. In September, 1499, Vasco da Gama returned to Lisbon from a voyage which had brought him only to Calicut in the nearer part of the Indian Ocean, but which had taken two years and cost him two-thirds of his crews. The moral was obvious: on geographical grounds alone the shorter route was worth investigating.
By the Treaty of Tordesillas, Portugal was free to make discoveries as far as a meridian which should pass 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde
1 We may summarize the information possessed by Santa Cruz, as follows:
(1)  From Jacobus Ziegler, the German author, that a certain Antoninus Gabotus had made an Arctic voyage under Henry VII (no date).
(2)  That the Cabot known personally to Santa Cruz was named Sebastian and not Antoninus.
(3)  That Sebastian Cabot's father had been in English service (from independent information).
(4)  That it was therefore Sebastian Cabot's father who was named Antoninus and had made the Arctic voyage (by inference). But when we remember that Ziegler merely copied Peter Martyr, who wrote only of Sebastian Cabot, and that Ziegler's "Antoninus" is a mistake for Sebastian, we see the confusion in which Santa Cruz involved himself. He really knew nothing whatever of John Cabot's voyages and his statement is not evidence upon them,
2 See also below, p. 220.